Reports of the investigations of the progeny of persons who are classically termed feeble-minded have dealt only with those members who had become wards of the state or who were in some way a menace to the social community of which they formed a part. The implication is that the family produces nothing but members of the nonsocial group. The drab farmer-folk and the slow, plodding laborer with their dull, stupid wives fail to catch the eye of the investigator, even though their children may rise little by little to the mediocrity of the majority, and the mortgages be lifted from the tiny strips of land and the homely little town houses. In a word, there is a distinct upward trend in some branches of the family to counterbalance the tendency to sink in the social scale shown by others.
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The M?n family was founded near one of the flourishing cities of the state of Pennsylvania. The father was a staid, stupid sort of man, a good worker and without bad habits. To be sure he possessed no consuming ambition to achieve eminence, but he was always able to keep his head above water and to supply his family with the necessities of life. The mother was fifteen when she was married.
She bore seventeen children, the fir&? twelve of whom Irved and thrived. The last five died in early infancy, the "victims, it would seem, of tired maternity.
It need hardly be said that the children were not of the best in the town. Youngsters whose bare legs are conspicuous not only through the summer but also into the fall after bare legs are no longer considered a luxury, whose frocks and trousers are obviously handme-down, unpatched and too often unwashed, whose hair and hands show the effects of prolonged attacks of the weather, such youngsters are not usually considered the future bulwarks of a community. Day school and Sunday school alike were pretty much unknown to the tribe, and habits of "swiping" and swearing did not endear them to the mothers of more hopeful sons and daughters. Maturing early, marriage with others of the same ilk as themselves was to be expected.
Two of the children, the oldest daughter and the youngest son remained single. The son continued in the father's footsteps, becoming a replica of the father in appearance and habit, good, hardworking and non-assertive, satisfied with his pipe, frugal and self- (201) denying. The sister with whom he lived was of the same stripe. 
